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Local Film Director, Marlon Russ to Premiere Original Film, Mommy Loves Me, a Realistic Portrayal of a Single Mother’s Journey to Overcome Her Drug  Addiction and Homelessness, at Anacostia Arts Center, on Oct. 1, 2014

Portion of Ticket Sales to Benefit Cavalry Women’s Services, a Local Community Based Organization That Offers Housing and Comprehensive Support Services To Homeless Women 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Director, Marlon Russ of Walters Lane Productions, will premiere his short dramatic feature, “Mommy Loves Me,” ) on Oct. 1st, 2014 at the Anacostia Arts Center, 1231 Good Hope Rd SE, Washington, DC 20020.  Show times are at 6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Tickets can be purchased online at http://mommylovesme.brownpapertickets.com/  Participating in the premiere will be representatives from Cavalry Women’s Services. Walters Lane Productions will donate 10% of all ticket sales to Cavalry. 

The short (21:00) dramatic film tells the story of a chronically homeless woman, LeAsia Sweat (Elle Blackwell), who is living on the streets of our nations Capitol. She is addicted to crack, which subsequently renders her homeless and impoverished.  

The film portrays the story of how LeAsia made a choice sixteen years ago, that haunts her everyday.  April (portrayed by Tuluv Maria Price), the oldest sister, has spent her life protecting her younger sister.  When April sees that LeAsia has hit rock bottom, she makes a decision to walk away from her sister forever.  And when she walks out of LeAsia’s life she takes the one thing from her that matters most.  LeAsia must beat her addiction and fight to survive the harsh streets in order to regain her life and her most precious possession.

The October 1st 2014 premiere kicks off the first of several fundraising events that will include an Indiegogo.com online pledge campaign and a Kickstarter.com online pledge campaign – all designed to assist the producers of the independent film in post production work, national Film Festival premieres, as well as showings with other organizations who assist homeless women across the country.

“Mommy Loves Me” was shot in Washington, D.C. in May 2013 with EMMY award-winning Assistant Director, Todd Clark.  The film features the talented cast of Elle Blackwell, Tuluv Maria Price, Kendall Arin Claxton, Dani Ebbin, Wilma Lynn Horton, Elise Mytelka and many more.



Director, Marlon Russ, CEO of Walters Lane Productions, is a native to Washington, D.C. and is an alumnus of The Duke Ellington School of the Arts.  Marlon Russ has performed for Cicely Tyson, Stevie Wonder, Ruby Dee, Ossie Davis, Sinbad, David E. Talbert, and many more.  Marlon Russ has worked with Malcolm Jamal Warner, Sheryl Lee Ralph, Raheem Devaughn starring in the BET blockbusters Multitude of Mercies and Odicie.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Original scoring by Ihsan Bilal and composers and music producers Reggie “RV” Tarver II and Lorenzo Johnson have created a work of art that has cultivated the very essence of LeAsia’s journey and the life force of the film.

“After witnessing the large homeless population in Los Angeles, California and the District of 
Columbia – I needed to respond with purpose, meaning and resolve to draw attention to the plight of those that are chronically homeless, particularly young mothers who struggle with substance abuse.  After returning home, I saw an opportunity to do something with my ability to tell a story on the screen that would bring a young woman’s tragic life decisions to people that might not necessarily be exposed to this in an understanding sympathetic light.” – Marlon Russ

“Women who come to Calvary find more than a safe place to live and basic needs like nutritious meals. Calvary also provides educational programs, job readiness classes, mental health services, addiction recovery support, one-on-one case management, health and wellness activities and more. This film illustrates a realistic portrait of a single mother in need and will hopefully move its audiences to learn more about how women are able to move forward in their life, given the right resources, support and guidance.” –Cavalry Women’s Services

“She deserves to be with someone that can give her what she needs…No, she deserves to be with me” 
– Mommy Loves Me 
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